
 

CASA Hero and Legend Ann Whyte  

 

Ask Ann Whyte why she’s so devoted to Child Advocates 
of Silicon Valley and she’ll tell you “it’s all about the kids”.   

“I started doing this work because I believed in the mission 
of the organization,” explains Ann. “CASA’s can have such 
a big impact on each individual child’s life. It’s also fun 
getting to know our CASA volunteers who are really 
wonderful people. They make the work interesting and 
fun.”  

After practicing as an attorney representing parents in 
dependency court, Ann became a volunteer at Child 
Advocates from 1987 to 1993. In 1993 she became an 
employee, working as a CASA Specialist for the next 17 
years until she retired in 2010. Currently, Ann volunteers 
at Child Advocates as a Mentor one day a week, 

supervising about 15 CASA volunteers. She is also an Emeritus member of the Child 
Abuse Council and continues to participate actively on committees.  

When asked what motto or creed has guided her in her work, Ann recalls what Nora 
Manchester, Child Advocates’ founder and first Executive Director told her more than 20 
years ago.  

“Nora always told me it’s all about the kids. The only standard to use in deciding what to 
do and what not to do is, ‘will it help the kids?’ That still holds true today.”  

 
As a Mentor, Ann enjoys working with CASA volunteers to help them have a lasting 

impact on foster children’s lives. One memorable case involved a CASA volunteer who 

refused to give up on her advocate youth who was on drugs and ran away a lot. Even 

the social worker thought the child was a lost cause and would end up in jail.   

“I recently talked to that CASA volunteer who told me that her once troubled advocate   

child is now a young woman who is completing college. She thanked her CASA for not 

giving up on her and told her what an incredible influence she had on her life.” 

Positive outcomes like these warm Ann’s heart. “The feeling one gets when you’ve 

helped a child is almost indescribable. It’s a feeling of excitement and happiness and 

gratefulness that you got to be part of this amazing transformation in this child. There’s 

no better feeling in the world.”  


