
 

CASA Hero and Legend Kevin Gardner 

 

Kevin Gardner is passionate about helping foster children.  

“When I became a CASA volunteer in 1996, I quickly came 
to believe every foster child should have a friend and 
mentor who can represent their best interests in court,” 
Kevin says. 

Kevin, who is a marketing consultant in Silicon Valley, says 
his most important work has been done on behalf of 
children, not the high tech industry.  

“When you spend time with these children, you realize that 
these are beautiful, lovely, exciting kids who, through no 
fault of their own, are caught up in a system that is eating 
them alive. Advocates let their CASA child know how 

important he or she is in the world.” 

Kevin still remains close to his first advocate youth, who was 15 when they met. Now in 
his 30’s with a child of his own, the young man has become a dedicated and loving 
father. It’s especially impressive when you consider that he didn’t have a father himself. 

“When we give foster children the right mentoring, guidance and support, it’s amazing 
what incredible citizens they can become,” Kevin explains. He urges more men to 
become CASA volunteers and serve as role models for teenage boys. 

“I wanted my youth to believe in himself,” Kevin explains. “I wanted him to know that he 
could be whatever person he wanted to be. I had goals for him but I didn’t lay those on 
him in the form of guilt. I think it’s really important for a child to be motivated to become 
who they want to be, not who you think they should be.” 

In addition to serving as a CASA volunteer, Kevin is a former multi-term Board member 
for Child Advocates who received a National CASA Award in 2005 for Excellence as a 
Board Member. As a committed board alum, Kevin continues to champion the agency 
and serve on several Child Advocates’ committees. Currently Kevin is a Board member 
with the California CASA Association. He also chairs the advisory committee of the 
Outlet Program in Mountain View, which provides support for LGBTQ youth. 

 

Kevin says he’s humbled to be recognized as a CASA Hero and Legend, and he’s 

proud to be a part of such a wonderful program that transforms lives.   



“Foster children really value the Advocate volunteer who gives his or her time to be 

there with them through their struggles, laughter and tears. In addition to being a 

profound gift to the child, the experience provides a life-changing reward to the 

volunteer as well.”   


