
 

 

CASA Hero and Legend Moe Whitaker  

 

Moe Whitaker has devoted the better half of his life to helping 

children and families attain better outcomes.  

Thirty years ago, when Child Advocates was founded, Moe was 

a semiretired grandfather from GE and Navy World War II 

veteran when he became the first Court Appointed Special 

Advocate (CASA) at the agency. Today, at 90, he still holds a 

monthly luncheon with CASA volunteers and staff who enjoyed 

working with him.  

Over his 17 years with Child Advocates, Moe was a CASA 

volunteer, staff Specialist and volunteer Mentor. He personally 

advocated for 61 children.  

“Moe had this extraordinary ability to reach out and touch people 

and accept them. On the other hand, he was capable of lowering the boom, too, in an honest 

and fair way,” says Nora Manchester, founding executive director of Child Advocates.  

“Moe had this great sign on the wall of his office cubicle that read: ‘I will not should on myself 

today,’” recalls Pat Fraguglia, a former CASA volunteer who worked with Moe for several years. 

“I liked that sign because it made me calm. I realized that worrying was useless. As a CASA, I 

just needed to advocate for the best interests of the child, so I did.”  

“Should’s never did anything; only doing does,” explains Moe matter-of-factly.    

In addition to volunteering and working at Child Advocates, Moe was a volunteer for 30 years at 

CONTACT, a telephone counseling, crisis intervention and referral service.  He served on the 

local and national board and assisted troubled persons with family problems, relationship 

issues, alcoholism, drugs, depression, loneliness and suicide. Throughout the years, Moe 

received numerous accolades for his volunteer work at Child Advocates, the Kiwanis Club of 

San Jose, the Junior League and Volunteer Center of Santa Clara County. Most notably, he 

was the recipient of GE’s George L. Phillippe Award for his outstanding community service.  

Not one to shy away from a challenge, Moe often took on the most difficult cases of child abuse 

and neglect at Child Advocates, mostly advocating for babies and young toddlers. Having a 

child safety seat in his car was commonplace.  During the years it may take for a child’s case to 

be resolved in dependency court, that child can easily have three or more social workers, 

several attorneys and different foster parents. Moe took on these longstanding cases, staying 

with his children’s cases to the end.  



Unlike relatives or foster parents who may have hopes of gaining or retaining custody of a child, 

CASAs have no hidden agendas or mandates other than the best interests of the child.  

 “I just told it like I saw it,” Moe explains.   

  


